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In 1631 the Tibetan Tsang ruler issued a legal code placing 'the golden yoke of royal 

law' on his subjects; after 1642 the new Ganden Phodrang regime inherited much of it, 

yet its writers denied the Tsang any originality. How could a power claim legitimacy 

while relying on its rival's texts? Reading five seventeenth-century legal texts, chiefly 

prefaces, I argue that prefaces do what statutes do not: they say who may make law 

and present heterogeneous material as one tradition. 


